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MARK BALDWIN TO STEP DOWN AS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF RAMBERT 

 

Mark Baldwin OBE is to step down as Artistic Director of Rambert, the UK’s leading 

contemporary dance company. Mark, who has held the position since 2002, is leaving 

Rambert to devote more time to his choreographic work.  

 

Mark Baldwin said:  

 

“I am leaving a company in a very good position, with fantastic dancers and huge audiences. 

I feel I am leaving Rambert on a high. 

 

I am so proud to have moved Rambert into a new purpose-built facility on London's South 

Bank and we are now launching Rambert2, a thrilling new junior company. Rambert and the 

Rambert School have never been closer. 

 

I have commissioned over 60 works, both new and revivals, for the Rambert dancers, who in 

my opinion have the richest embodied knowledge in the world. This is the beginning of my 

16th year as Artistic Director which is the longest stint of any artistic director of this company, 

and I think it is the perfect moment to hand over. I arrived as a choreographer and my heart 

tells me it is time to return to that. 



 
 

  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank every single dancer, musician, conductor, crew, 

creative artist, support staff, learning and participation worker, fundraiser, CEO, 

choreographer, board member, Arts Council officer, wardrobe supervisor, physio, teacher, 

rehearsal director, stage hand, usher, costume maker, sound engineer, volunteer, archivist 

and audience member who have helped Rambert on this part of its artistic journey.” 

 

Born in Fiji and educated in New Zealand, Mark Baldwin joined Rambert as dancer in 1983. 

After 10 years working as an independent choreographer he was appointed as the seventh 

Artistic Director in Rambert’s history and took up the role in December 2002. 

 

He has created eight works for the company during his directorship, from 2005’s Olivier Award-

nominated Constant Speed to his 2016 staging of Haydn’s The Creation, which celebrated 

Rambert’s 90th anniversary. His commissions have included works from leading 

choreographers Karole Armitage, Javier de Frutos, Shobana Jeyasingh and Doug Varone. 

Talent development has been a feature of his tenure, promoting the choreographic careers of 

dancers from the company, and launching successful fellowships for emerging 

choreographers and composers. He created the unique role of scientist-in-residence at 

Rambert, working with Cambridge University Professor Nicola Clayton on a pioneering 

exploration of the links between dance and science. 

 

During his 15-year leadership the company has received five Olivier Award nominations, 

winning twice, and has also won two TMA/UK Theatre Awards and 13 National Dance Awards. 

Mark was the figurehead for a £20million campaign to build the company’s first ever purpose-

built home, a state-of-the-art facility on London’s South Bank, opened by HM Queen Elizabeth 

in 2014. He has overseen a growth in audiences and an extension of the company’s learning 

and participation activity — in 2016/17 the company’s work reached over 175,000 people, the 

biggest total in its 90-year history. In 2015 Mark was awarded an OBE for services to dance. 

 

In 2018, Rambert will launch a second professional ensemble, Rambert2, made up of the 

world’s best early career dancers. It will also create its first full length narrative work in 30 

years, Kim Brandstrup’s Life is a Dream, commissioned by Bergen International Festival. 

 

 

Rambert’s Chair, Sir Howard Panter said:  

 

“Mark has been an outstanding Artistic Director, who has led the company with enormous 

generosity and exceptional, bold creativity. Both as a choreographer, and as an inspiring 

curator of others’ work, his tenacity has kept the company always growing. His strong 

leadership through the many tough years of getting Rambert’s fantastic new home built has 

been unflagging.  

  



 
 

We wish Mark great success in this new chapter of his life as a choreographer and thank him 

for all his service to Rambert.” 

  

Plans for appointing a successor will be announced shortly. 

 

– ENDS – 

 

For further information please contact: 

 

Camilla St Aubyn Press and Media Manager 

Tel: 020 8630 0612 / 07976 350 599 Email: camilla.staubyn@rambert.org.uk 

 

Rambert is Britain’s leading contemporary dance company. It presents new and historic dance 

works to audiences in all parts of the UK and internationally, performed by world-class dancers 

and accompanied by live music. Rambert has the most extensive touring programme of any 

UK contemporary dance company, matched by extensive learning and participation activities, 

and professional development work. Rambert is registered charity with an annual turnover of 

£3.4million. Its principal funder is Arts Council England, and it is also supported by individuals, 

trusts, companies and grant-making bodies.  

Website: rambert.org.uk 

Facebook: rambertdance 

Instagram: /rambertdance 

Twitter: @Rambertdance 
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